
In Bloom is just one of many outcomes from her 12-month placement with the City of 
Ottawa’s Integrated Neighbourhood Services Team (INST). Her residency is the first in the 
new Artist in Residence in Government (AIRG) program, delivered in partnership by Arts 
Ottawa, Public Art at the City of Ottawa,  and Third Way Creative. Olivia’s placement 
within INST focuses on transitional housing and overflow shelter systems across Ottawa’s 13 
priority neighbourhoods, and has culminated in her presentation of In Bloom, a solo 
exhibition that travelled from the Shenkman Arts Centre to the Richelieu-Vanier Community 
Centre and Art Engine at Arts Court. 

BUILDING A STRONG  
COLLECTIVE FUTURE IN OTTAWA  

 
One Artist at a Time

”
  
This notion lies at the heart of In Bloom, a community-rooted exhibition by artist and organizer 
Olivia Onuk. Through artwork and interactive storytelling, Olivia invites us to consider how joy and 
social connection, especially in times of displacement, can become powerful determinants of health 
and healing. 

Artist in Residence in Government 2024

Artists are a catalyst for expanding civic literacy  
in our communities, strengthening bonds, and 
facilitating the development of transformative 
models of community engagement that can and 
do challenge the status quo.
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https://www.mappingjoy.com/about
https://www.mappingjoy.com/about
https://www.artsottawa.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/inbloom.space/
https://inbloom.space/

